
 
 
 

Space 
Exploration 

since The Moon 
Landings 



Apollo Missions 

 As we learnt last week, in 
1969 Apollo 11 became 
the first crew to 
successfully land on the 
Moon.   

 Following this came more 
Apollo missions to the 
Moon.  

 from Earth 

 



Apollo Missions 
 On the Apollo 14 mission in 1971 astronaut Alan 

Shepard persuaded NASA to let him take his 
golf clubs!   

 The reduced gravity made it different to 
playing golf on Earth.  

 When he came home he left 3 golf balls on the 
Moon!    

 from Earth 

 



Apollo Missions 
 On the last three Apollo missions 15, 16 and 17 

each brought with them a lunar rover like the 
one below.  They are still on the Moon now but 
will no longer work. The tracks where they were 
driven can still be seen along with the 
footprints of astronauts.  from Earth 

 



Apollo Missions 
 This photograph was taken by the 

Apollo 17 crew and shows some of the 
things left on the Moon.   

 They left all sorts including flags, 
large pieces of scientific equipment, a 
tiny statue, a disk with messages from 
World leaders in case an alien found it, 
family photographs, 3 golf balls and 
bags and bags of human waste.  They 
left some things on purpose and some 
because the more they left on the 
Moon the more rocks and samples they 
could take home.   

 Anything left on the Moon is still 
there 50 years later!   



Apollo Missions 
 In total there were 6 Apollo missions that landed on 

the Moon (11, 12, 14, 15, 16 & 17) 

 Apollo 13 had a lot of problems and didn’t land on the 
Moon. 

 In total only 12 people have ever walked on the Moon.   

 After Apollo 17 in 1972 the remaining Apollo missions 
were cancelled.  This was because they cost so much 
money and there were arguments that the money 
should be spent on helping people on Earth who needed 
it.  It was also felt that each Apollo mission now was 
very similar and so there was no point in continuing to 
do the same things each time when it was so dangerous 
and expensive.   



Space stations 
It was decided that it 
would cost a lot less money 
if a space station was built 
to orbit the Earth.  This 
way scientists could do 
experiments in Space 
without having to land on 
the Moon.  This would be 
less dangerous and cost 
less money. 

Both Russia and America 
launched space stations.  
America’s was called Skylab   



Space shuttles 
In 1981 a space shuttle 
left Earth for Space.  
This was important as it 
was the first spacecraft 
that could be used again 
and again.  This meant 
that it was not so 
expensive to travel into 
Space and to take 
astronauts to Skylab.     

Nasa had a fleet f 
shuttles called Columbia, 
Discovery, Atlantis and 
Endeavour.   



Helen Sharman 
Helen Sharman was the first 
British person to go into Space!  
In 1989 she applied to a radio 
advert for astronauts.  She 
went to Russia to train.  On the 
18th May 1991 she went into 
Space on board the Soyuz and 
stayed on the Russian Space 
station Mir.  She returned to 
Earth 8 days later.  During her 
8 day mission Helen spoke to 
school children from Space on 
the radio and carried out 
medical and agricultural tests.      



Helen Sharman 
Helen Sharman was the first 
ever British astronaut in Space, 
although some people mistakenly 
think Major Tim Peake was.   

She is one of only 59 women who 
has flown in Space.   

She spent years travelling 
around the UK talking about her 
experiences in Space. 

In 2018 she met the Queen and 
got a medal for all of the good 
science work she had done.     



Sending robots to Mars 
In 1997, NASA scientists did 
something pretty amazing.  For 
the first time they used a small 
wheeled robot to study the 
surface of Mars.  The robot was 
called Sojourner and it was about 
the size of a microwave oven.   

Sojourner shared lots of 
important new information with 
scientists. 

They have sent other robots to 
Mars since 1997. Find out more 
here - https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/mars-rovers/en/    

https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/mars-rovers/en/
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/mars-rovers/en/
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/mars-rovers/en/


International Space Station (ISS) 

In 2000 the work on the International Space 
Station began.  It was no longer either America 
or Russia in a race but lots of countries working 
together as a team.   

There are teams of 
astronauts living on the 
ISS at all times and 
they are doing lots of 
science experiments in 
Space. 

It is the size of a 
football field.   



Major Tim Peake 

Major Tim Peake became the second 
British astronaut in space when he blasted 
off for the International Space Station on 
15th December 2015. He returned to 
Earth on 18th June 2016.   



Major Tim Peake 

Major Peake lived 
aboard the 
International Space 
Station for 6 months 
doing science 
experiments in 
microgravity and 
talking to schools and 
children on Earth. He 
spent 186 days in 
Space. 

 



Elon Musk and SpaceX 

Elon Musk is a business man who 
makes Tesla electric cars.  He has 
lots of money and is spending 
some of it on new ways of getting 
into Space.  He has a company 
called SpaceX   

In 2018 he launched a car into 
Space!  Watch these videos –  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reMTcjw_Tcw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2P2WRF3Znsw 

   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reMTcjw_Tcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2P2WRF3Znsw


Elon Musk and SpaceX 

A few weeks ago SpaceX launched Starlink 
7.  You might have seen it on the 
television.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ffwH07qNnO4  

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ffwH07qNnO4


What’s next? 

The next major goal for Space 
exploration is for humans to go to 
Mars!  

This will be very expensive and 
business men like Elon Musk are 
spending lots of money trying to make 
this happen.  

Elon Musk wants land humans on Mars 
by 2024.  That’s only 4 years away!   

He also wants to send 1 million people 
to Mars by 2050 and create lots of 
jobs on Mars.  Would you like to go?   

  

 


