
The Moon 



Moon Facts 

 The Moon is the Earth's 
only natural satellite 
(that means it travels 
around the Earth) and it 
takes about 27 days to 
go all of the way around 
the Earth and return to 
its starting position.  

  (27 days, 7 hours, 43 
minutes and 11.6 seconds 
to be exact!)  

 from Earth 

 



Moon Facts 

 The Moon is the 
second brightest 
object in the sky.  
The brightest is the 
sun.   

 

 It is 4½ billion years 
old.   

 from Earth 

 



Moon Facts 

 It is about 384,400 
kilometres or 
250,000 miles away 
from Earth.  That’s 
a really long way!!f 

 

The moon travels at 
an average speed of 
2288 miles per hour.  
That’s very fast!!  
rom Earth 

 



Moon Facts 
 The surface of the 

Moon has many things 
on it such as craters, 
lava plains, mountains 
and valleys.  

 

 It is made of rock.  

 

 There is ice at both 
poles where water has 
frozen. 



Moon Facts 

 The Moon has no 
atmosphere!  You 
cannot breathe 
without a spacesuit.   

 

 There is no wind or 
any other type of 
weather on the 
Moon.   



Moon Facts 

 Footprints left on 
the Moon by Apollo 
astronauts will be 
there for at least 10 
million years because 
there is no erosion 
on the Moon.  There 
is no rain to wash 
them away and no 
wind to blow them 
away.     



Moon Facts 

 The Moon is much 
smaller than the 
Earth.  

   

 The surface as the 
Moon has the same 
area as the 
continent of Africa. 

 

    



Moon Facts 

 We can only see one 
side of the Moon 
from Earth because 
the other side is 
always turned away 
from us.   

 

    



Moon Facts 

 If you look at the 
Moon when it is 
nearly full you can 
see the dark areas 
which are known as 
the seas.  They are 
not really seas but 
huge areas of 
smooth dark lava.   

 

    



Why does the moon change shape? 

 It doesn't – it is a 
trick of the light. 

 The moon has no 
light of its own. It 
reflects the sun's 
light. 

 As it orbits the 
earth we can see 
different amounts 
of the surface. 



Long ago 

 Some people thought 
they could see the 
face of a man in the 
moon. 

 Ancient Mexicans 
thought they could 
see a rabbit! 

 People used to think 
it was made from 
cheese!  

 


