
Reception  Weekly Home Learning: Week 4: The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

For the practical tasks please take a picture of your child’s work. These photographs can be sent to c.beresford@bcfed.co.uk , l.hall@bcfed.co.uk s.milburn@bcfed.co.uk or 
you can collect all the things you have completed together in a book and send them into school once the school is reopened. If you wish to send anything photographs of the 
children doing anything please send them, we would love to see them.  

 

Subject 

 

Day 

Phonics/English Maths Other 



Monday Phonics - Flash all phonics flashcards and word 
cards, asking your child to say the sound or word. 
 
Play the game Full Circle  
Ask your child to collect from their flashcards the 

sounds p,t,d,o,m, s,a and ask them to place them 

in front of them. Then say the first word they 

need to get all three sounds to make the word 

pot, once they have made this word they sound it 

out and say it. They keep this word, they then 

change only one sound each time, they don't put 

all the sounds back again, just the one they no 

longer need and remake the word. They only 

need to change one sound until they come full 

circle back to the original word. Your child needs 

to sound out the word and say it and tell you 

which sound they changed. The words are as 

follows pot, pod, pad, sad, mad, mat, pat, pot. 

Your child is to shout full circle when they realise, 

they have come back to the word they started 

with. 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar Story 
 
Read the story ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’. If 
you have your own version at home please read 
it with your child or there are versions on 
YouTube to watch. Once you have read the story 
ask the children what they liked and disliked 
about it. Talk about what the Caterpillar ate and 
what they would like to eat and what they would 
not like to eat. 
 

Number: Mix up a set of number cards 0-20 and 
flash them asking your child to tell you the 
number. 
 
Symmetry 
 
Look at some pictures of butterflies on the 
computer or you may wish to print some off. 
Look at the picture of the butterfly in the story. 
What does your child notice about the butterflies 
wings?  
Butterfly wings are symmetrical, meaning they 
are the same on both sides. Talk about symmetry 
with your child. Give your child a piece of paper 
and some paint. Fold the paper in half and then 
ask them to paint on only one side of the paper, 
making a nice pattern. It works best with lots of 
colours and lots of paint. Then fold the piece of 
paper in half and ask your child to push down 
and rub the paper. Open the paper and look at 
what has happened. Leave it to dry and then cut 
it into a butterfly shape. Talk with your child 
about what has happened. Can they remember 
the word symmetrical and what it means? You 
could place your symmetrical butterfly in the 
window. 

Butterfly Life Cycle 
 

There is a Butterfly Life cycle PowerPoint attached 
to watch with your child and talk about what is 
happening at each stage. Are there any new words 
that your child is unsure of.  Talk with your child 
about what these new words mean. Complete the 
life cycle sheet or your child may wish to draw their 
own. 
 
You may wish to send for some Caterpillars and 
watch grow at home. These can be bought from 
Amazon and a company called Insectlore. 
 
 



Tuesday Phonics - Flash all phonics flashcards and word 
cards, asking your child to say the sound or word.  
Quickwrite 
Give your child a piece of paper or a whiteboard. 
Tell them a phase 2 or 3 sound or word and ask 
them to write that sound within 10 seconds. 
 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar Story Part 2 
 
After reading the story a number of times ask 
your child to retell the story to you. There are 
some puppets attached for the children to use or 
they might want to make their own or they could 
use their own toys. Ask your child to act out the 
story, take pictures or even record it. 
 

Number: Beat the clock. Give them the set of 
numbers 0-20 all mixed up and ask them to put 
them in order as quickly as they can. 
 
Symmetry 
 
Remind your child of the new word they learnt 
yesterday ‘Symmetry'. Can they remember what 
it means? There is a butterfly attached for them 
to colour in but remind your child that it should 
be symmetrical. Keep reminding your child of 
this as they colour it in. 

Making Caterpillars and Butterflies 
 
Make a butterfly out of clay, salt dough or play 
dough. Use different materials to decorate the 
butterflies and caterpillars. Can your child make 
sure the butterfly is symmetrical. Take photos of 
what your child has made. 

Wednesday 

Phonics: Flash all phonics flashcards and word 
cards, asking your child to say the sound or word. 
Cross the river  
Have a collection of objects from around the 
house and create a river out of a piece of 
material. Place the objects on one side of the 
river and then sound out one of the objects 
saying for example c/a/t. Can your child choose 
what you have said if they are right they get to 
bring it across the river. Continue for all of the 
objects. 
 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar Sequencing 
  
Sequence the pictures of the story of ’The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar’. There are some pictures 
attached which can be used for this task.  
Encourage your child to retell the story as they 
sequence the pictures. 
  
 

Number: Counting fingers Game 
Ask your child to show you different amounts 
using their fingers. Shout out a different number 
each time, e.g. “Show me five, Show me seven”. 
Challenge your child by asking them to show you 
an amount and then ask them to show you the 
same amount in a different way using different 
fingers. 
 
Days of the Week 
 
Look through the story of 'The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar' and pick out the days of the week. 
Talk about what the caterpillar eats on each of 
the days. Say the days of the week in order one 
after another. Ask your child to say the days in 
order and then ask them to draw what and how 
many things the Caterpillar ate on each day. 
There are some days of the week labels attached 
to use or your child could make a little book or 
use real objects from around the home.   
 

Paint pictures of Butterflies 
 
Go outside and look for butterflies or look on the 
internet if you are unable to find any. Ask your child 
to paint pictures of any of the butterflies they have 
seen or they can create their own butterflies. 
 
The Butterfly Conservation website 
(www.butterflyconservation.co.uk) has lots of 
photos of different types of butterflies and a ‘Family 
fun from home’ section which includes a printable 
colouring sheet (see attached resource), as well as 
other resources for home learning. 

http://www.butterflyconservation.co.uk/


Thursday Phonics - Flash all phonics flashcards and word 
cards, asking your child to say the sound or word. 
Musical Sounds/Words 
Write some of the sounds or words (from Phase 2 
or Phase 3) on pieces of paper and place them in 
a bowl. Put on some music and your child dances 
to the music. When the music stops ask your 
child to take a word/sound out of the bowl and 
say it. If they get it correct, they get to keep it, if 
not it goes back in bowl. 
 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar  Writing 
 
Ask your child to write their version of the story 
of ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar'. Your child can 
change the story by putting in different types of 
fruit and foods. Encourage your child to sound 
out the words themselves. Every word will not be 
spelt perfectly but please focus on your child 
spelling tricky words correctly especially the, to, 
no, go, into, I. Encourage your child to use finger 
spaces, full stops where appropriate. 
  
The Very Hungry Caterpillar writing paper  
attached 
 

Number: Counting sounds 
Ask your child to close their eyes. Drop different 
amounts of biscuits into a biscuit tin/ toys into a 
toy box/ counters into a bowl/ pennies into a 
piggy bank. Your child is to count the sounds and 
tell you how many sounds they counted. 
 
Days of the week diary 
 
Go through each of the days of the week saying 
them in the right order. Ask your child to think 
about what they do on a Monday. Write the day 
or ask your child to do so on a piece of paper and 
then they can draw something they might do i.e. 
go to dancing or swimming. Do the same for 
each of the days of the week and create a little 
diary. 
 
 

Make a butterfly garden  
 
Create an area in your Garden to attract butterflies. 
This could be just a pot nothing too big or might 
have a bigger area. Ask your child what they think 
they might need. Use google and see what ideas it 
suggests. Take a picture of what you have created. 
Your child might wish to draw a design before you 
make it. 
 
 
 



Friday Phonics - Flash all phonics flashcards and word 
cards, asking your child to say the sound or word. 
Fastest Finger First 
Place some of the phase 2/phase 3 sounds or 
words on the floor and play fastest finger first. 
Say a word and see who puts their finger on the 
sound or word first. They then get a point. Keep a 
track of the points who is the fastest? 
 
 The Very Hungry Caterpillar Writing Day 2 
 

Continue with the writing their story. Encourage 
your child to sound out and use finger spaces and 
full stops.  

Number: Simon Says 
Play Simon Says and incorporate counting 
actions into the game. For example, Simon Says - 
clap three times, stamp five times, pat your 
tummy seven times. 
 
Sequencing a Day 
 
Talk with your child about what they do in a day 
from the moment of waking up. (It can be now or 
before lockdown) It might be wake up, have 
breakfast, brush teeth, wash face, get dressed 
etc. Ask your child to draw pictures of what they 
do during the day and then place them in the 
correct order. Or there is a sequence of a day 
attached for them to put in order of what 
happens throughout a day. 

 Mini-Beast Hunt  
 
Go into your garden or go for a walk and ask your 
child to see if they can spot any butterflies. Where 
might they find a butterfly? While you are outside 
what other things might you find. Where should you 
look for other mini-beasts and insects? Collect what 
you find so you can make a list and draw what your 
child found on your hunt. Don't forget to put the 
mini-beasts back where you found them. 

 


