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Hours, Minutes and Seconds
Diving into Mastery – Diving
Adult Guidance with Question Prompts
Children can use the language of ‘faster’, ‘slower’, ‘earlier’ and 
‘later’ to describe and compare how long things take to happen. 
They understand that the length of time will be shorter when 
something happens faster and longer when something is slower.

Which activity takes the shortest time?

Which activity takes the longest time?

Can you order the activities from fastest to slowest?

Can you think of other activities which take seconds, minutes 
or hours to complete?

Match the times to the activities. 

Can you think of other activities that you might do 
for seconds, minutes or hours? Add them to your 

list in the right place.

coughing

playtime

brushing your teeth

climbing the stairs

flying to New York

10 hours

2 seconds

2 minutes

15 minutes

10 seconds

Put the list in order from the fastest activity to the slowest.
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Diving into Mastery – Deeper
Adult Guidance with Question Prompts
Children can use the language of ‘faster’, ‘slower’, ‘earlier’ and 
‘later’ to describe and compare how long things take to happen. 
They understand that the length of time will be shorter when 
something happens faster and longer when something is slower.

What time does each film start?

What time does each film end?

Which film starts the earliest? Which starts the latest?

Would it be possible to see all of these films on the same day? 
Explain how you know.

Which of these films would you be able to see on the same day?
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Film Timetable

Rainbow Robots Treasure World Super Kid

Start Start Start

Finish Finish Finish

Can you use ‘earlier’ and ‘later’ to write your own 
sentences about the films?

Rainbow Robots starts    than Treasure World.

Treasure World starts    than Super Kid.

Super Kid starts    than Rainbow Robots. 

Treasure World finishes      than Super Kid but 
                  than Rainbow Robots.

Complete the sentences using ‘earlier’ and ‘later’. 
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Hours, Minutes and Seconds
Diving into Mastery – Deepest
Adult Guidance with Question Prompts
Children can use the language of ‘faster’, ‘slower’, ‘earlier’ and ‘later’ 
to describe and compare how long things take to happen. They 
understand that the length of time will be shorter when 
something happens faster and longer when something is slower.

Who ran the race in the fastest time? How do you know?

Who took the longest to run the race? How do you know?

How can you check if the sentence is right or wrong?

Can you explain why is it right/wrong?

What is the right answer?

Here are the times that 5 horses took to finish a race.
Name Amount of Time
Toffee 30 seconds
Bonnie 15 seconds
Misty 45 seconds
Star 55 seconds

Storm 9 seconds

Alex wrote some sentences about the race but 
he thinks he has made some mistakes. Can you 

correct any mistakes he has made?

Misty came 3rd in the race.

Star was 10 seconds slower than Misty.

Bonnie came 2nd in the race.

Storm was 5 seconds faster than the horse that  
came 2nd.

Toffee was faster than Star.

Toffee was faster than Misty but slower than Storm.

Can you write your own sentences about the 
race, including some sentences with mistakes, 

for your partner to correct?


